Lateral hypothalamus modulates the intrinsic splenic natural killer cell activity in rats.
Electrical stimulation of the lateral hypothalamus (LH) in rats increased splenic natural killer (NK) cell activity, whereas electrical ablation of the LH decreased it. However, the percentage of NK cells, as detected by the anti-NKR-P1 monoclonal antibody, in the spleen did not change significantly. These results suggest that the LH does not modulate the splenic NK cell activity by increasing the NK cell number but by increasing the intrinsic NK cell activity itself.